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PERTH HEAT — CLAXTON SHIELD WINNERS 
PERTH SCHORCHERS — BIG BASH LEAGUE FINAL 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.08 am]: As is often the case in 
Western Australia, we have experienced an extremely busy summer of sport across our national leagues. I would 
like to take this opportunity on behalf of all Western Australians to acknowledge and congratulate two of our 
sporting organisations for fantastic results in their respective competitions. My congratulations go first to one of 
the most successful national franchises, the Perth Heat, on its recent success in taking out the Claxton Shield for 
the 2013–14 season. Perth Heat has now won three of the first four championships in the reintroduced Australian 
Baseball League. In the three years prior to the reintroduction of the ABL, Perth Heat won two out of three 
national titles, meaning that Perth Heat has won the Claxton Shield as national champion for five of the last 
seven years. Congratulations go to the team management; Baseball Western Australia and the support it 
provides; the core group of players in particular, who have developed through the Western Australian Institute of 
Sport program; and Don Kyle, who despite playing professionally in the US, continues to support the game here 
in WA.  

I also take this opportunity to acknowledge the outstanding success of the Western Australian Cricket 
Association across a number of important competitions this season. Of course, most of us would have been glued 
to our television screens and radios—or at the game itself—for the Big Bash League final against the Hobart 
Hurricanes. The Perth Scorchers maintained the terrific form that swept them into the final with a dominant 
performance—underpinned by Shaun Marsh’s batting heroics—at the home of cricket in Western Australia, the 
WACA. Importantly, they now get the chance to display their wares against the world’s best in the Champions 
League Twenty20 tournament. I also acknowledge Country XI on their success in the 2013–14 Commonwealth 
Bank Australian Country Cricket Championships, which were recently held in Canberra. The win solidifies 
Western Australia’s position as one of the strongest performing teams in the competition’s recent history with 
four wins in 16 years. When considered in the context of the male Imparja Cup victory recently in Alice Springs, 
it really has been an outstanding year thus far for the WACA. 

Congratulations to Christina Matthews, who is doing an outstanding job as WACA chief executive officer; 
President Dennis Lillee; Chairman Sam Gannon and his board; and, of course, senior coach, Justin Langer, and 
his support staff and committed playing squad. I wish them the best of luck for the remainder of the Sheffield 
Shield competition. 

Both cricket and baseball have an enormous junior following. These results on the national stage inspire kids 
across the state. To all those involved with Perth Heat and the WACA—there are representatives of both teams 
in the gallery; indeed, I will be having a coffee with them outside if anyone wants to catch up with them—thank 
you for what you do. You make us all very proud. 
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